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NSEA COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT

Date:



February 3, 2011
Name:



Sharon Welsh
Committee:


Federal Relations
Committee Members: Ann Wessman, Jackie Biron, Lawrence Contero, Don Vince, Patti Beck, Kathy Parsons, Rick Kincaid, Dorothy Body
Goals:


· Updates the NSEA membership on changes to federal regulations that affect the profession of student employment.  

· Presents federal updates at all regional conferences and at the national conference. 

· Write articles for the NSEA News and in other publications as needed. 

· Monitors legislation that has the potential to have an impact on student employment issues and advocates on behalf of student employees; collects information from the members on issues of interest; contacts Congress in writing, via email, and on the phone.

· Contacts the US Department of Education on issues of regulatory interpretation and shares that information with the committee and the membership as needed.
Major Accomplishments in Current Year: (attach additional sheets if needed)

· Wrote articles for NSEA News regarding Final Rules for the FWSP.

· Notified membership via the list serve regarding requirements for reporting ARRA funds.

· Notified membership of funding notifications from the US Dept of Ed.

· Prepared presentations for all conferences.  Secured speaker for NEASEA regional conference.  Prepared Lawrence Contero to present at SASEA conference.

· Worked to secure a speaker from the US Dept of Ed for the national conference, only to have the speaker reneg at the last minute.  Very disappointed, as that was probably my last national conference.  

· Notified the membership of all IFAP notifications of importance to the membership.  
· Responded to request from the Trade Minister in Portugal regarding regulations for the FWSP.

· Resolved questions from members regarding regulation and, when appropriate, posted information to the list serve.  Contacted Harold McCullough at US Dept of Ed for clarification on some issues, like summer FWSP and garnishment of wages for FWSP.

· Secured new chair for the committee—Mike Burns from Berry College in Georgia.  Additionally interested member is Laura Weseley from Loyola Marymount in California.   
What goals/projects are you planning for or what does your successor need to know in order to continue the work of this committee in the upcoming year?

· It is very important that the Board decide what they would like the new Federal Relations Chair to do.  There is not much going on for regulations, but you need to define what the expectations are from such ordinary things as when reports are due and who they are sent to, to what you would like to see for conferences.  After having done this job for so many years, it was quite natural for me to plan ahead, but a brand new person requires guidance and support.  What do you want to see at your conferences?  Will this person be responsible for content for regional conferences or only the national conference (I took that on, but I don’t believe it was a requirement).  I feel that this candidate has terrific credentials, but the guidance that he will need should come from the board.  I understand that he will be attending the February meeting and I think this is an excellent start.

· Please also read this to the Board on my behalf: It has been an honor and a great pleasure to serve the Board and the membership as the Federal Relations Chair.  I got more than I gave.  My own knowledge increased, I met spectacular people, I feel that NSEA made a difference in Congressional legislation, which in turn helped thousands and thousands of students.  My own job would not have been as rewarding had I not had this opportunity.  The people on the Board give their own time to share knowledge, expertise, good ideas, and genuine friendship.  I benefitted from all of these.  Thank you so much for being such an important part of both my professional and personal life.

Please return this form to the NSEA President by December 31st of each year and forward a copy to the appropriate Director or Officer.
